method and resolution. In the fullest sense of the term he was a man of
honour and when Lord Curzon said that the Nizam had never been known
to go back upon his word, he spoke the literal truth.

His humanity was conspicuous and he could reluctantly be brought
to sign a death warrant. A staunch Mahomedan, and a liberal supporter
of the Aligarh movement, he found for some time his Chief Minister in a
Hindu and he had trusted admirers amongst Europeans and P arsis.

Possessing a peculiarly impressive personality, he never cared for
the magnificence with which orientals love to surround themselves, but
he was always a prince and commanded respect and obedience. Those
piercing, hawk-like eyes, flashing from an otherwise pleasing face, carried
the message of will which none of his entourage dared to break.

He was very fond of horses and dogs and his kennels contained some
of the finest English and German breeds and his horses were supposed
to be unequalled by any in the stables of Indian princes. Passionately fond
of sport, he had extensive shooting preserves at Pakhal in the Warangal
District where he used to indulge in tiger-shooting which was his favourite
sport. There was a regular shikar department under the able management
of Colonel (now Major-General) Nawab Sir Afsar-ul-Mulk Bahadur who
used to plan every shikar tour undertaken by His Highness or by State
guests.

He was an unerring shot and his marksmanship was marvellous.
One of his favourite pastimes was to shoot with a rifle a two-anna bit flung
into the air. Other feats were shooting the ball of a loaded twelve bore
cartridge thrown into the air and shooting the cap of a loaded twelve or
sixteen bore cartridge from a distance of twenty yards, causing it to
explode.

When His Highness could not command much leisure or was not
disposed to undergo the fatigue of long journeys, he had two novel ways
of enjoying sport. One of them was to let loose from its cage a newly
captured panther on the maidan and then hunt it on horse-back with a
spear. The other kind of sport indulged in by the late Nizam was to
witness black-buck hunting with a tame leopard in the Saroonagar deer
forest.
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